
The Highlands at Pittsford 

Landscape Committee 
August 9, 2021 

 

Apartments:    Cottages:    Admin: 
Mary Lou Brewer A-149 (E)  Nancy Brush C-220 (P)  Russell Perrone (P) 
Nancy Cain A-109 (P)   Jerry Kersting C-218 (P)  Lloyd Theiss (E)   
Marguerite Graves A-150 (P)  Sally Kersting C-218 (P) 
Nancy Hare A-113 (P)   Ann Nealon C-208 (E)   P: Present 
Ann Kennedy A-235 (P)  David Strong C-109 (P)  E: Excused 
June Mihalov A-229 (E) 
Nancy Robbins A-338 (P)         
Linda Russell A-321 (E) 
Annette Satloff A-103 (E)    
Mary Lynn Vickers A-224 (P)              
Jean Weaver A-340 (P) 
 

General Campus Updates:    

 Gazebo: Pedestrian crosswalk lines to be added on roadway. Approved; waiting for vendor. 
- 1 cocktail table has been added.  Q:  Why only 1? 

 Irrigation:  Russ spoke with Dave Smith; repairs to be scheduled. 
- Enhancements to the system will be budgeted for 2022. 

 Key Pad Project:  No decision yet. 

 Lawn Application:  Tru Green will apply 4th treatment on 8/25/21; notice will go out 1 week in advance. 

 Poison Ivy:  Very invasive this year; will continue to spray as it is discovered in new areas. 
- Tecnu cream was recommended; it removes poisonous plant oils that cause rash & itching. 

 Tree Stump:  Still waiting to grind or address this in another way. 

 Uneven sidewalks:  Vendor will grind down areas where sidewalks are uneven. 

 Mulching:  Mulching is done.  Pruning:  Pruning will continue into fall & winter. 
- Several committee members are displeased with the black (dyed) mulch & would like to see natural 

mulch used.  Russ offered to speak with Lloyd about this. 

 Cottage Driveways:  This project is complete.  Closed 

 Window Washing:  This project is complete.  Closed 
- Comment:  Disappointed that brick portions of cottage exteriors were not included in power washing. 
- Comment:  Window washer entered one cottage when the resident was not home; they did not leave 

a notice that they were there.  Russ apologized for the oversight; overall communication was good. 

 Cattails:  Removed.  Closed for now 

 Trees between HAP & HLC:  Highlands Living Center planted 7 new trees.  Since HLC bought/paid for the 
trees, the decision on what to plant rested with them; they are not flowering trees.  Closed    

 Sweet corn in front cornfield:  Closed for now 

 Frog Pond name for back pond:  Closed for now 

 Electric car charging stations:  Under consideration but not in the immediate future.  Closed for now    
Q:  Several cottage residents will likely purchase electric cars in the near future; what can be done sooner 
rather than later?  A:  Individual cottage requests would have to be carefully considered to determine if 
existing circuit breaker is compatible.  Residents may expect to incur costs; to be determined.                                        

 LW construction (memory care):   
- Several trees were taken down on the back side of LW to accommodate the construction project. 

There are plans to replace them with evergreens & others.   
- We are looking at putting up a barrier of some sort to mitigate inconveniences for residential 

neighbors on the opposite side of our back parking lot.  
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Open Forum:  Q=Question; A=Answer; C=Comment 
 

The following 3 issues were emailed to Russ from Sally Kersting: 
1. Soil erosion under the air conditioner pad behind Hahnemann Club.  At least 6” of the soil under the left 

side has been washed away.  Russ:  Under consideration: Terracing behind Hahnemann Club to help with 
erosion issues. 

2. How should residents dispose of their garden debris?  A:  Specific to Waste Management, yard waste 
requirements are determined by collection area.  According to the WM website:  For residential 
customers, these items are OK to throw in your trash bin for collection:  tree trimmings & branches; 
leaves; house/garden plants; brush; grass clippings; law edging.  Russ will also ask Rick Zaffer if they can 
pick up some items.  

3. Noticing small painted rocks all over the HAP campus.  Is this a formal/organized project or can residents 
paint rocks on their own & place where they want?  A: It started as a life enrichment project for LW 
residents.  Yes, you can paint & leave a rock or two; for larger quantities it is best that you ask Lloyd first. 

 

The following 1 issue was emailed to Russ from Annette Satloff: 
1. Maple tree in front of Apt. 103 (Key Pad 1) is losing its leaves; brown leaves scatter the base of the tree 

and trunk & limbs are covered in moss.  Is it diseased?  Russ will check.   
 

Other comments shared at this meeting: 

 Marguerite:  1) Dip in the sidewalk near her apartment; 2) 3 shrubs under her window need trimming; they 
obscure the hydrangea; 3) Only 2 out of the 8 new rhododendron appear to be alive.  Russ shared that 
they are under warranty if they need to be replaced.  Sally suggested use of anti-transpirant product, Wilt-
Pruf, to help protect foliage.  4) Pointed out a web on new tree.  Russ will check. 

 Ann K:  Pointed out a post light that needs cleaning.   

 Nancy C:  Flowering tree by her back patio door has scraped surface roots.  Russ will check. 

 Nancy R:  1) Can I borrow a weed puller?  A: Yes; 2) Speaking on behalf of Ted Moore (Cot. 402), “I can’t 
see my hydrangea from the window.”  Russ will check.  3) Nancy is not receiving email confirmations from 
Worx Hub relative to status of work orders.  Russ will check.  4) Weeds in garden area/rhododendron beds 
near frog pond; little to no mulch there.  Russ will check.   

 Nancy R also provided an update on the Beautification Fund.  We are up to 26 items; most recent was a 
donation from the Iwan family to celebrate Betty’s birthday.  Album will soon be out for display in the 
living room area.  Nancy will present to the LW residents at their upcoming resident meeting. 

 Dave S:  Invasive purple loosestrife is here again! As Dave presented last year, 2 options:  dig it up or use 
beetles.  Russ will discuss with Lloyd.  New pond aeration system could/should help. 

 Gravel on walking path behind Hahnemann Club was washed away during recent heavy rain; it is down to 
dirt.  Russ will notify the Town.   

 

Still open from previous meeting: 

 Dave S. asked if the plantings around his generator (Cot. 109) could be replaced.  A:  Under consideration. 

 Storm drain issue on Stoutenburgh Lane (kitty-corner to Cot. 103).  Russell will assess the situation. 
    
 

Action Items for September Meeting: 
1. General Campus Updates 
2. Open Forum/Comments  
 

The September Landscape Committee Meeting will be held on:  Monday, Sept. 13, 2021 at 1:00 p.m.   
 

Committee members are always encouraged to email Russell, or place a Work Order, to report landscaping 
issues between meetings.   
 

Minutes recorded by:   Ellie Forgach, Administrative Assistant 


